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uses.—The wood of the Silk-Top Palmetto is light, soft, and
pale brown, with a hard outer rind about -J- inch in thickness,
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and contains numerous
hard inconspicuotis fibro-
vascular bundles. The
specific gravity of the
absolutely dry wood is
0-5991. a cubic foot weigh -
j	ing 37 • 34 pounds.
F1G- 12-	illustration.— Lt.-Col.
por&fiora	A      T      Q	,	kind,
 1.	Vertical section of fruit.	&	J
 2.	A seed (enlarged).	Supplied  me With  a photo-
 3.	An embryo (much magnified).	graph  of   Thrinax parvi-
(Afier Sargent.)	flora,  as  shown  on  Plate
XV.    The specimen is growing in the Calcutta Botanic Gardens.
2. Tlirinax barbadensis Lodd. in Mart, Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 257.—
Griseb. Fl. West. Ind. Isl. 515.—Duss Guadei. et Martinique, in Ann.
Instit. Col. de Marseille, vol. Ill, 1896.—T. parviflora Haycock Fl.
Bar bad. 146.—Copernicia barbadensis Hort.
names.—Thrinax de la Barbade, Latanier, Palmier a balai
description.—A very ornamental tree; stem up to 50 feet
high and more, cylindric, 5-7 inches in diameter. Leaves large,
flabelliform, palmatifid, glabrous; segments numerous, lanceolate,
acuminate; ligule obsolete, truncate; petiole not armed, com-
pressed-convex on both sides, about as long as the leaf^blade,
covered at the base with a fibrous network. Spadix lange, 10-20
inches long, consisting of about 4-10. partial panicles on a
common axis, glabrous; each partial panicle enclosed in a
membranous sheath which is closed up to the middle, upper part
acuminate, concave. Flowers hermaphrodite, whitish with a
strong disagreeable odour which attracts a great number of
bees; pedicel short, a little longer than the stamens; stamens
8-12, hypogynous; filaments subulate, thickened, compressed
and united at the base, slightly shorter than the ovary; anthers
erect, bilocular, basifixed, bifid at both ends; style slightly
shorter than the ovary, stout, funnel-shaped at the top; ovary
1-eelled, 1-ovuled. Fruit globose, of the size of a pea or small
cherry, pulpy, flesh black, containing a reddish-black juice.
habitat.—Barbadoes; Guadeloupe, on limestone hills.

